SAMPLE COSTS TO PRODUCE SUGAR BEETS ON HEAVY CLAY SOILS
IN SAN JOAQUIN CQUNTY ~ UPDATED APRIL 1983

Franz R. Kegel, Farm Advisor

Yield: 30 tons clean beets,

Hours Cash and Labor Cost per Acre -
per Fuel and Materials ‘
Qperation Acre | Laboxr  Repalrs Kind and Quantity Cost | Total _
Cultural costs '
Plow 0.50 | $3.25 $ 7.75 $ 11.00
Disc 0.50 1 3.25 7.75 11.00
Smooth, level 0.50 F 3,25 7.75 11.00
Chisel, harrow 0.33 2.18 5.12 7.28
List & fertilize Contract applied/A $11.25
+ 20 gal 8-24-6 @
$1.52/gal 30.401 41.65
Plant, incorp. herbicide. G.40 2.50 2.80 Seed, 2# @ $4.00 8.00
Herbicide 12.00 253,40
Sidedress, fertilizer Contrsct applied 10,25
+ 150# nitrogen @
.20/1b 30,00F 40.25
Cultivate, 2Zx 1.00 | 6.50 7.00 13.50
Thin, electronic Custom 18.00 18.00
Sulfur dust, 2x Gontract applied 10.50
+ material B0# @
.14/1b 11,20} 21.70
Irrigate, 7x 7.00 138,50 Water, 5 ac. ft. @
$13,50 67.501 106.00
Hand hoeing, (trim,
pull weeds, hoe) Contract 50.00; 50.00
Open & close ditches 1.00 } 6.50 7.00 13.50
Equipment repairs 6.50 10.00 16.50
Misc. tractor work 1.00 | 6.50 7.00 13.50
TOTAL CULTURAL COSTS $l00.28d
Harvest costs (custom) ,
Top & dig 33 tons @ $2/ton  $66.00 j$ 66.00
Haul field-run beets * 33 tons @ $1.60/ton 52.80
+ .06/T mile, 10 mi. 19.80 1 72.60
TOTAL HARVEST COSTS $138, 60
Cash averhead ,
Misc, office, etc. { 5% of cultural & harvest costs) $ 26.94 % 26,94
Taxes (equipment) ' 1.50 1.50
Rent 150,00 | 150,00
TOTAL CASH OVERHEAD $178, 54
TOTAL CASH GOST $717.32
Investment Annual Cost
. ) Interest 12% on
Per Acre Depraclation 507, of cost
Equip.,tractors $150 $15.00 $9.00 24,00

' TOTAL COST PER ACRE
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COMMENTS ON
SAMPLE COSTS TO PRODUCE SUGAR BEETS

Opevations and costs are typical of many  growers; however, both may vary
greatly. Heavy clay solls were assumed.

Equipment operating costs are listed under fuel and repaivs. The figure
is supposed teo include costs of fuel, maintenance, replacement parts,
tires, etc. Actual costs may be higher than these.

In allocating equipment costs, a value of $130 per acre was assumed, which
was depreciated over a 10wyear period. Annual interest was charged omn
one-half of the amount at 127 per annum. Actual situations could vary
greatly from the sample,

Labor is charged at & cost te the grower of $6.50 per hour for tractor
driver and $5.50 for other labor.

No management charge is figured, or interest om production loan.

Events or needs that may add to the costs are: fumigation for nematode
control, aphld or worm sprays, higher water costs, need for more hand
weeding, higher squipment or tracter operating or overhead casis, interest
on operating capiiral and taxes.

Digging and hauling charges are based on 107 tare, i.e., 33 tons were
dug to deliver 30 tons of clean beets to factory.

Rents are quite variable--207 of the net tons delivered is not uncommon.

Returns to grower are based on the net selling price of suga and the
sugar content of the beets.

All costs are subject to changes,

%’ CALIFORNIA

SUGAR BEET PRICES PER TON
*K3P Par

Oet Sugr 13%  M% ISR 16% 7% 8%

$1500 $20.18 $21.77 $23.37 $2698 $2659 $28.21

1600 2148 2317 2487 2658 2828 3001

1700 2278 2457 2637 2818 2959 3181

1800 2408 2597 2787 2978 3168 336l

1900 2538 2737 2937 3138 3339 3541

000 2668 2877 3087 3298 3509 3.2

2180 2738 3047 3237 3458 3673 3901

2260 2928 3187 3387 368 3849 408
2300 3658 3297 3537 378 4009 4261 ,
? 2400 3188 3437 3687 3538 4189 464 :
2500 3318 3577 3837 4098 4359 4671 '

2600 3448 3717 3087 4258 4523 464

2700 3578 3857 4137 4418 4639 49.8)

2800 3708 3997 4287 4578 4869 5161

2900 3838 4137 4437 4738 5038 534

3000 3968 4277 4587 4898 5208 55.2i

3100 4098 4417 4737 5058 53J9 5101

3200 4228 4557 488) 5218 5549 5881

300 4352 4657 5037 5378 5719 60461

300 4488 48.37 5187 5538 5888 624;

" N8P {Nst Selling Price} is the net return for sugar sold dur-
ing & 12-month saies period, after deducting from the
gross sales prica all such charges and expenditures that .
are customarily considared selling expsnses. '
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