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iiMechanlcal operations at custom rates., Labor at $2.15 per hour (&l 90 plus Soc1al
" Security, unemployment insurance, and fringe beneflts)

Yield - 22 tons per acre.

Custom MATERIALS HAND LABOR SAMPLE_COSTS

OPERATION Rate Type Cost . Hourg Dollars Per Acre
LAND PREPARATION
Plow or subsoil § 8.00 $ 8.00
Disc 2x ' 2,00 4. 00
Build & break o :
borders 1.00 ) 1.00
Flood 2.00 water .9 ac ft. 2.10 1.0 2.15 4425
- Disc-2x: - = 2.000 ~ s e, U A o o I
Fertilize 1.00  11-48-0 (300#) 14. 0 15,00
Fertilize ‘ 1.00 100# N(NH3) 6.00 7,00
Float . 1.00 . T 1.00
Llst L ia 3‘00 i L L " . 3900 .
TOTAL Lgun PREPAEATIQN .-“,drugwg e 47.25
GROWING PERIOD -
Incorporate & . .. herbicide 8.00
plant 10.00  seed 2# raw - 2.00 20.00
Cultivate & : , T
block , . '8.00 ' 8.00
Cultivate 2x . 3.00 : 6.00
Fertilize 2x  1.50 80# N (2x) 9.60 12.60
Weed control ' 7.8  16.77 16.77
Insect control 4x 1.75 insecticide 9.00 16.00
Irrigate 12x - water 5 ft, 11,50 6.3 13.54 25.04
TOTAL_GROWING PERIOD ' 10441
HARVEST COSTS
Dig 1.35 per ton @ 22 tons per acre . 29.70
Haul 1.00 per ton @ 22 tons per acre plus 5¢/ton mile , v
(average 50¢ per ton mi leage charge) : 33,00
TOTAL HARVEST COST o 62.770
Land rent R ,',‘ 65.00 -
Cash overhead 15% of above P . - 41,90

TOTAL COSTS . - —$ 321.26

Cost per ton = $14.60 |

GENERAL INFORMATION

The average yields for sugar beets durihg the lagt five years have ranged ffom ,
17.50 to 22.21 tons per acre. The overall average for the 5 year period was 19.8
tons_per acre. . The average selling price has ranged from $14.31. to $17.20 per ton.
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SUGAR BEETS~--SAMPLE PRODUCTION COSTS W

. SEED BED PREPARATION
Costs based in the guide line on flat pre-lrrlgatlon due to sllghtly loyer costs,
tendency towards lowering sallnlty levels, and usually . better sozl ‘condition in the
seed bed. : ‘ ‘) :
 SEEDING RATES

A slightly greater amount of seed is genebélly useduin*early-ﬁlantings'due to
difficulty in getting stands in the extremely hot weather. '

PLANTING DATES -
The usual plantlng season begins in September and contlnues through October
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VARTETIES

The variety USH 9 has good virus
yellows tolerarice and is a good
yielder.

FERTILIZATION

Phosphate--broadcast before list-
ing.,

Nitrogen--Apply 1/3 of required
amount with phosphate preplant,
1/3 at thinning and final 1/3
before mid-Decembsr. Late appli-
cations of nitrogen will reduce
sugar percentage and purity.

IRRIGATION

Irrigation is by furrows. The

crop is "irrigated up" initially
and may require "watering back"
within four or five days to get

a stand. Never allowy the crop

to wilt or suffer from shortage of -
water. Ten to 20 irrigations may
be required. Last irrigation
should be applied at least 30 days
prior to harvest.

WEED CONTROL

Most growers are using herbicides
for weed control in sugar beets.

The preemergence herbicides are used
by most growers. Consult Weed Con-
trol Recommendations - Imperial
County or the Weed Control Farm
Advisor for latest information.
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PESTS AND DISEASES

A number of insects and diseases
may be a problem during the growing
seagson. Growers planting extremely
early should exercise all caution
against damage by inspecting fields
often and carefully. Crickets, flea
beetles and army worms normally
occur as seedling pests and are
especially damaging in early plant-
ings. From January to March the
green peach aphis is a primary pest.
Spider mites and leafhoppers occur
as late season pests. Consult Pest
Control Recommendations - Imperial
County.

Nematodes are continuing to be a
major pest. Growers should care-
fully clean all machinery moving
into beet fields. Crop rotation is
the only control presently feasible.
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