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Finishing besf cattle has been a very imporitant iudustry in Imperial Couuty
during the eniire history of ihe area. Filuishing was doue for the wost part by
pasturing on.aifalfs wld vory few were yerd Zod& furing the early yeurs. Some of the
originel cattlemen who clouesred the iludustry in loirs arsa arve gtill Lers and have
always kept ohead of changing conditions.

A change from pasturing out cn 2ilfalfa Tor fthe meost peart to a syste: of yerd
shing with concentrates developed rapidly after the aiddle 305, During the
ending July L, 195, & survey showed over 245,000 cattle fed out in Impericl
lley feed yards. )
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The latest developuent ig the ercfl faed ¢hopping, where the cattie are never
pastured but put into the feed yard Iros the fiyszt (nd green chovped feed 18 huuled
~to them. 4 few fariers sre usiug this uothod in Tuperial County and the purpose of

this leaflet is to give results which it appewrs from the records usey be of interebt
to othors who are considering this .iethod of feeding. :

] end the many inguiriesz coming into
the Tarn sdvigors’ office concorning this mothod of feeding cattle, we are oreseniing
herewith some chservotions and results o& reported by feeders during the wast year,

Due to the widespread interest wiong fueeders
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WHAT ADSTTIONAL 1E‘OJI PalldT WILL ZE NESDED &DL wHAT WILL I7 COST?

Forage Clipper web00 epproximately
Gresn Feed Wagomn 3000 "
Tosnl %5500 "

The foraze.clipnor is hooked to the tracior and the green fesder trailed from
the clinper. & light tractor is used to null the ousfit ir the field. When tne
grooil Te-dar 1g filled the fractor is discounscied und used to mLdl B oo led
to the fesding corrals. The green {eeder hus 2 nower driv . unloader snd cross
convevor and will unlocé dirvectly iuto tho f-o7 truaghs. Only one san is required
for tnis complete oneratiOﬁ Tf fopteel the groen Feeder cam he mounved on & truck

tat it then hocones & two mAai oporation,
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Thore ars many veriations., Where thors are a large wmaber of covtls, two wagons
may be used with one forags ciipper. Some want twe cutfits »o that in cuse of
breskdown or delays the resular feediug schedule ig not interrupted.

HOW LUCH FaED HLL SR OUTRIT CUT Ll b

WITE BE Thi GO5Tv

. There was a wide variation i the oxpericuctes of the Taztors, The following
celeoulacions seen to be & reasonnblo callaste ‘ : nagewent. A a-foot cot
azening and 1te averuLge sCroifs oY hour i Hﬁ&ﬂﬂiﬂg Li lJJ yuieiiis bo one ton ary
nay egquivatont, 1o 28 acre. por Lhouwr.  Fool consumphion J( : uer novr dnd it 1s
setiaated that a nine-hour run pur dey will out enougll ;i , e handlc onpror-
iwately 900 heoad of cattlo. One anmiro oy sesd 900 acres aud QﬂUijd w1 getimatod
3000 e oo = Al
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Angther ostimate with a five foot cutter bor shows about 1 acre in gpprowinatzly
40 winutes, The green foodsr wagdn should hold chout 7600 pounds off gresn focd und
one fucder cstiwated that o would aversage about ono hour to cut, huul cand focd ono
load, 7000 pounds, coveriag onc cere. IFrowm this, estingtes can Do wmde Yor the cont
of ChOJUlLU aind foedingg wer acre aud por ton. The cest por were would bo oue men
hour, osus tractor hour and cone equipaicnt hour and applyving coot i1stes to thosce inputs
woula give the cest per acre and poer ton for chopping and foouing. It is obvious
that ithvee coote will vary widely dopending on distencs haulosd and officiuncy in
opaeration.

WHAT HAVE BN S0uE OF THE RESULTS IN FE«UILG
One feodoyr from earefully compiled records gives the Followiug results:
537 calvss, average welght A440.25 wero put on fwed Junuary 1. Complots records
of all -fiods were kept and the welght of animzls "in™ and "out"™ showing, pounds of
cof produeed. This was called "pasture foed atege™. When these anlaals reached
about 700 pounds they woro trunsferred to "finish feed" lots whore very little if

any gresn fied wes used in tho ration.

tables cover 4 soven Wonth poriod, Japuary 1 to Juiy 31 for the

TLBLE 1. Showing kinds of foed uscd, quantitics and geins in weight of all
: animcls during 7 wonths, January 1 to July 31, 1952

Average daily gain peor head -- 1,7 pounds

Kind of fued Pounds feed per head day Pounds of fuad per pound
' of beof produced
Greun chopped slfalfa 18.83 . 11.10
Uroin, barley and ailo 2.4 1.43
Mfalfa hay L7 2,76
Silago 2.3 1.35
Beaet tope e .10
Total A5, 4 16.74

Since the market price of fecd is constantly chenging, to detemiine costs,
apply current price rates

TABLE Z. Showing variztion in gains pur he ud it ration feed Tor Tfive .onths,
' March to July {iac.) {frow stae T mds)
Month e Poungs of foud ner nead day  Total &n.zaoe goire
Groen alfelfs  Grain ﬂav Lellge ST uk\“ el plr head Ay
Hapch 25.6 2.4 5.0 12,6 o3 459 2.4
April 34.0 2,0 5.7 10.5 . 52 1.73
Bay 38,6 hoo2 6,25 3,56 .05 52,68 1.68
June %5.3 2.93  7.060 T3 L0l 47,12 1.95
duly 27,45 2,42 B.35 IAY 39.71 1.00
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Another feoder uses z slightly diffeceat wethod to which he credits advautoges,
This is differmmt i that the alfalfs is cut and windrowod =nd pomitted to dry down
o shout 20% moisturc. This ususlly takos from 12 to 24 nours. In this casc
windrow nickup is ineballed iu the forog. clipper ond thoe choppiag is dounce from o
windrow., The rost of 4he procedure is as in greon chopwing. He soys that one man
has bo.n doing 2ll thoe work in uowing, reking, chonpiuyg, uuling ond fooding for
500 to 800 hoad,

The retion per hosd day he has used for this feuling is

Pounds

Chopned grecn hay {20% i) 19
Grazin (barley & milo 2
Alfalra hoy 1.8
Cotton sccd masal 33

Totnl  23.13
He says the sdvantages over grueu chepuod are

1. costs are no grooster in harvestiog
2. no losscy from bloct

3. aveids scouring

Le loss troudble with cguipaont

 DIFFICULT T0 GET ACCURATE FIGURES
It has been difficult to got accurats figuros on inputs of fued, costs and gains
and coiparative costs with othor wethods of fueding., Tnhis wethed hus only beon in

operation for the past yuar.

Following arc obgurvations and opinions oxprossel by fueders whe are using this
method,

1. All intorviewsd wore of +tho owinion thut for thum it was far superior to
pasturing or hay production. '

2, Yield of fecd pur acre wis cstluated to be 20 to A0% groster than pasturiag
and someowhat grdater than cutiing for hoy.

3. Handling catile - cattle .iore gentls in food Jets, shade, frosh wator, loss
vxereise compared to pustur:. Coa welih unch of catils wituout o roundup., Cattlic
cick o off Teed will be cohsorved soomar enu $rested osrlicre, less blont, end flius

-

Can ko econtrollsd butt.r. Thosw fuctors doud 4o iccroe 5¢ ¢ldns in wolihi sore
aeonoarc i1y, : \

4. Pasturiuag requiies costly funcing, comeces troapling of -1falfa stand,
:wgtruction of ¢itches wmd irvrviccbion Tucilitics ord Lobor ond cowhoy work iu herting
catitle in ond cut or ficlda, :

]
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5. Lisedvart-yoes or difwicnlsice. Sone report.@ aocncnieul difficulsios in
operabing the clippors - wind high cost o8 cgquinoeol, Clse grooat clre is noccscory to
kecp foeed frow spoiling iu the vrough. Curn 1 also recussary to aveid bloet,
cspeeiolly when chumging fran <3y to gron Wood, Tals is bost uccoaplishad by atart-
ing with 2 swell awsound of green roow wa. Ircreesiins grolually ustil Gosiz«08 o Lvmy
of gracn food ig boing fod,

The ahowe ave opluions cxprossel bHY Loow.rs.
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Soue local f Jra rocords asde on pasturo, o
srain and ou Gry fuel nre showa Tor cdmporiseon ©

SUPPLEMENTLHG PASTURY

The following toble chows thoe rosults of
of 1938 to coipire whe fowelug of long ygarling

~nlons vorsus fouding olfalfa pasture plus huy o

oG On AVolngd oo

wturo
5 followe:

WITH CUNCENTRATES

test coudueted Lz
Hare uoru stbunrs

oo}

Lot 1

No. head

Avorago days in period

“Net woight at start (poangs
Not weight ot close {pouncs
Totel aet grin {(pounds)
Average doily zoin (ounds)

g1
113
617
AR
99

}
]

a4 ..I.|3

Fucd consumcd
Kind

Ground borloy
Alfelfa and berley hay -

The following teble shows resulis of yord I
hegard gilage mads up & 2igh noreontags of tho

Jdonths of age whon worket o,

No. Lead

Averago days fod

Net weigat at start {pounds)
Now weizhit ot close (pounds)
Total noth gain {pounds)
Avorsge dzily zoin (pounwas)

8

Food consumod
Kind

Ground ailo
Cottonsaad gl
¥iix serconings
Ground burley
Ground wmilo hcods
Hogarl silng:
Alfolia hny
Gronnd bo, ard
Avorase daily
AV ST O doad ]_:\f

avorags doily

fodaar
conestroatas

dey roughago
siiw

)L/

ol puaturas aleas

Tueding o
ration.

Alfulf 1

Tot, Aut.

6570 lus.

1257 lbs,

=)

A

Horcford
Tho csttle

Totaul

519
[
G2
51
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on aliulfa

Lot
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goncaati:

stoears

AVUTBE

Ll

pasturs

-

s
plus
Los

w5y
L24
073
360
157
1.5

v, Doily

1

whoroein
421

e
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