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READ BEFCRE FOLLOWING PEST CONTROL RECCMMENDATIONS
IN THIS PUBLICATICN,

The recommendations in this publication for the
use of any of the following types of chemicals--insecti~

cides, fungicides, herbicides, rodenticides, nematocides,

plant growth regulators, dessicants or defoliants--in

crop production or protection mgy no longer be valid,
Since this publication was originally issued, new infor-
mation has been developed and new regulations have been
put into effect in respect to the use of these chemicals.
This information is now available in the current Univer-
sity of California pest control recommendations distrib-
uted by the farm advisors! offices in each county or the

University Public Service Offices.
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SUGGESTIONS ON GROWING ALFALFA FOR SEED
By
Rov M. BarRNES =~ FaRM ADVISOR

LAND QUALIFICATIONS s

Ask rFor "STANDARDS FOR CERTIFIED SEED IN CALIF=
orRNIA™, anD "Can | Grow CERTIFIED Seep™. THESE
PUBLICATIONS WILL FURNISH YOU WITH ALL THE STAN=
DARDS CONNECTED WITH PRODUCING CERTI!FIED SEEDS

SOIL REQUIREMENTS:

Soi1Ls THAT GROW ‘OTHER CROPS WILL GROW GOOD
ALFALFA FOR SEED

VARIETY:

THE MOST POPULAR VARIETIES FOR SEED PRODUCTION
AREZ RANGER, BUFFALO, ATLANTIC, NARRAGANSETT,
VERNAL, LanonTan, WiLL1AMSBURG, DUPUITS AND
Moara.

SEED TREATMENT :

ORDINARILY, SEED TREATMENT WILL NOT BE NECESSARY.

PREPARATION OF SOIL AND PLANTING :

A WELL PREPARED SEED BED IS ESSENTIAL FOR A GOOD
STANDe |T SHOULD BE FIRM AND MOISTe A RING
ROLLER {8 EXCELLENT TO F{RM A LOOSE AND OPEN
80tL. RoOW PLANTING 1S THE GENERAL PRACTICE.

ANY CONVENIENT ROW WIDTH 1S SATISFACTORYe PRE=
IRRIGATION I8 BEST TO PROVIDE THE DESIRED MO|Se
TURE AT PLANTING TIME,

BLANTING RATE:

ONE POUND PER ACRE 18 SUFFICIENT WHEN PLANTING
IN ROWSe FOR SOLID SEEDING USE ABOUT 10 pounps,
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o J COSTS TO PRODUCE JALFALFA sg;} IN KERN COUNTY =~ MaturRe STaND )
BASED ON MAN LABOR AT $1.00 anp $T.30 per Hourj; 30 H.P. WHEEL TRACTOR CASH COST PER HOUR $1.00;
Deprectation $olil; InTeEREST $o19
sRoy M. BaRNES *3BURT Bo BURLINGAME
HouRrs CasH ano LaAaBor CosT PER ACRE
OPERATION PERr FUEL AND MaTERLAL AND SampLE My
ACRE Lasor Repairs=EqQuip, OTHER CoOSTS CosTs CosTs
CuLTURAL:
LRRIGATE $ I Times 8,0 $ 8.00 - $2.50 . Water: 2 1/2 F7. @ $6 $15.00 $ 25.50
PesT CoONTROL: 3 TIMES Y MaTeERIAL: 11,00
- 4 APPLICATIONS 6.00 17,00
Weep CONTROL: 16.0 16,00 ’ 16,00
RENOVATE & CULTIVATE: U Times [.6 2,08 1,60 3.68
Bee RenTAL: : 3 urves @ $5.50 16,50 16,50
Taxes: 12,50 12,50
MISCELLANEOUS OVERHEAD$ 2,30 .00 L.80 8.10
ToraL CuLTuraL CosTs 28.38 $5.10 $65.80 $ 99.28
HarvesT?
DeEFoLlATE: DeFotianTt: | QTe DiINITRO
+ 15 gaL. DIESEL FUEL $ 5.00
PLANE ¢ 2.00
HARVEST:® 500 LBs. @ 3¢ 15,00
HAUL ¢ 500 Les. @ $3 Per TON .75
SEED CERTIFICATIONg CLEANING AND BAGSS 9.25
ToTat HarvesT CosTs $ 32,00
ToTtar CasH anD Lasor CosTs $131.28
Annuat CosT
Costs at VARYING YIELDS INVES TMENT Per Acre DEPRECIATION INTEREST
Pounpa CosT L.anD $800.00 $L8.00
~SeEm-PEm. Acre Per Pounp IRRIGATION SvysSTEM 200,00 $15.00 6.00
STAND 712,00 4,00 .36
300 N TRACTORS |46 HRS. | 66 <30
600 3L EqQuipPMENT » 10,00 .00 030
900 .23 ToTaL o @0066 $E996 $ 75062
1,200 .18
TOTAL COST PER ACRE $206.90
CrepiT oN 3/4 ton Hay 9,00
NET COST OF SEED $197.90
COST PER LB. @ 500 LBS. YIELD e

#*FArRM AbVvisoRr

ADDITIONAL COST FOR

UC Cooperative Extension

#*ExTENSioN EcoNomisT
IN FARM MANAGEMENT

SPOTTED ALFALFA APHID AND/BR MITE CONTROL I8 $5.00 10 $7.00 PER APPLICATIONG




PLANTING TIME:

ALFALFA FOR SEED MAY BE SEEDED EITHER IN EARLY

spriNG (FEBRUARY AND MARCH) OR IN THE FALL
(NovemMBER TO DECEMBER | )e FALL PLANTING 18
FAVORED OVER SPRING PLANTINGe PLANTS SHOULD
HAVE ABOUT SiX WEEKS GROWTH TO SUSTAIN HEAVY
FROSTSo

PLANTING DEPTH:

DeEPTH OF SEEDING SHOULD NOT EXCEED | INCH IN
THE LI1GHT soiL OR 3/l INCH IN HEAVIER SOILS,

FERTILIZATION:

GenerRALLYy; tn KERN COUNTY ALFALFA DOES NOT
REQUIRE FERTILJIZATIONe |N TWO OR THREE AREAS
IN THE COUNTYs; HOWEVERg TESTS HAVE SHOWN A

PHOSPHORUS DEFICIENCYo IF PHOSPHATE HAS PROVEN
PROFITABLE ON OTHER CROPSgs THEN THE APPLICATION

OF PHOSPHATE WOULD BE PROFITABLE ON ALFALFA.
80 1o 100 POUNDS OF ACTUAL PHOSPHATEy; IN MOST
CASES, WILL BE SUFFICIENTs

IRRIGATION:

IRRIGATIONS WILL DEPEND UPON THE KIND OF 80OId,
AND 1TS ABILITY TO RETAIN MOISTURE, OvVER=
IRRIGATION WILL RESULT IN EXCESS VEGETAT!VE

GROWTH, WHICH USUALLY DOES NOT SET SEEDe WaTER

SHOULD BE APPLJIED OFTEN ENOUGH TO KEEP THE
PLANTS IN A HEALTHY CONDITIONo AVOID LATE

IRRIGATION WHICH MAY SHATTER SEED FROM RIPENED

PODS AND DARKEN SEEDoe

WEED CONTROL:

THE PRESENCE OF PRIMARY NOXIOUS WEEDS OR AN
ABUNDANCE OF OTHER WEEDS 18 THE MOST COMMON

CAUSE OF FIELD REJECTIONS. T 183 THEREFOREg
IMPORTANT TO KEEP FIELDS FREE FROM WEEDS B8Y

UC Cooperative Extension
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ANY METHOD CONVENIENT TO THE GROWERe FLANTING
FIELDS FOR SEED PRODUCTION WHEN ANY NOX|IOUS
WEEDS ARE KNOWN TO BE PRESENT, OR WHEN THE
FIELDS ARE BADLY INFESTED WITH WEEDS IN GENERALjy
IS NOT RECOMMENDED

POLLINATORS :

DomEsTIC BEES ARE NECESSARY TO TRIP THE FLOWERSS

A GOOD PLAN TO FOLLOW IS TO PLACE ONE STRONG

HIVE PER ACRE WHEN THE FIELD 1s ABOuT 25% BLOOM,

THEN AN ADDITIONAL TWO STRONG HIVES PER ACRE WHEN
THE FIELD 1S APPROACHING 50% BLoOMs SPACE HIVES

IN GROUPS OVER THE FIELD AS NEARLY AS POSS!BLE
500 to 600 FEET APART.

CONTROL OF HARMFUL INSECTS:

To PRODUCE HIGH YIELDS, THE CONTROL OF HARMFUL
INSECTS 1S NECESSARYs FOR DETAILED RECOMMEN=
DATIONS ON INSECT PEST CONTROL, CALL AT THE KERN
CounTy FARM aND HoOME ApvisoRs? OFFICE FOR THIS
PUBLICATIONG

HARVESTING :

HARVESTING MAY BE DONE EITHER BY WINDROWING,
THEN THRESHING, OR BY COMBINING DIRECTe EITHER
METHOD 1S EFFECTIVEs WHICH TO USE WILL DEPEND
UPON THE RANKNESS OF GROWTH AND/OR THE AMOUNT
OF UNRIPE PODSe MOST IMPORTANT 1S THE PROPER
ADJUSTMENT AND SPEED OF THE CYLINDER TO AVOID
INJURING THE SEEDe |INJURED SEED WILL NOT
GERMINATEe SUCH SPEEDS AND ADJUSTMENTS MAY

BE OBTAINED AT THE KeERN CounTy FaARM AnD HOME
Apbvisors'! OfFrice, 2610 "M" STReeT, BAKERSFIELD.





