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materials, water, fert., 
!!!fl20L55 $ ,$ 

harvesting 
$1201.55 $2259.20 'f:Lb-07 

232.10 286.95 
-$1433.65 $2546.15 l$1854·45 

Depreciation - 542.00 
l$1499.65 $3388.15 r$2462.45 

investment. -

$1518.85 $3462.67 l$2494-19 

$1318.85 

per pound produced 9.6¢ 

- $ 
$ 

150.00 
lf $2596.95 

$1036.80 $6104.65 

$1232.64 $7066.89 

-

$1292.64 $7324.89. 

$1311.14 $7468.85 

$7268.85 

10.9¢ 

Table 1. SAMPLE INPUTS AND COSTS FOR STRAWBERRIES  
Summary of a Four-Year Life  

Total 
First Second Third Fourth Four 

Year Year Year YearsYear 

36000 24000 12000 72000Yield, pounds per acre (4000) 

L nd prep., planting and plants $ 704.40 704.40  
Cultural labor and field power 40Ll5 310.80 $ 310.80 270.00 1292.75  
Cult. dusts 96.00 176.90 176.90 599.80  

Total cultural cost 487.70 487.70 420.00 
Total' cost - l77L50 1119.40 616.80 3507.70 

Total cultural and harvesting cost 
Total cash overhead costs and rent 

.10 
247.35 195.84 962.24 

Total cash costs 
Depreciation on 

on 
equipment
stand or vines 

66.00 66.00 
776.00 

66.00 6o.oo 258.00 
-

Total cash and depreciation costs 
Interest on investment, equipment 
Interest on vines 

19.20 19.20 
55.32 

19.20 
12.54 

18.50 
-

76.10 
67.86 

Total all costs 
Less net income small lst year crop

Net cost of stand of vines 
200.00 200.00 

Cost 10.3¢ 10.1¢ 

A four-year cycle of a strawberry planting is common. The first year is considered the 
cost of establishin  a stand of vines. The net income from the small production in 
the first year is deducted to arrive at the net cost of the stand shown at $1318 per acre. 
This cost is recovered in the second and third year as depreciation on the stand. The 
fourth year being of low production, and sometimes doubtful, is not given any depreciation 
on vines or on the reservoir. 

Costs for the first tvm years are shown in detail in Table 2 and 3. Costs for the third 
year are presumed to be the same as for the second year except for harvesting the smaller 
crop. Costs in the fourth year are presumed to be slightly lower than in the second and 
third year and with a considerably lower harvesting cost. 

Costs handled, as above, come to a total of $7268 per acre over the four years. Since 
first year costs are included in this four year total, the "depreciation" on vines is 
omitted. Costs per pound are not greatly different in the second to fourth years and 
averaged 10 cents for the four years. 
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$1542.00 

$1771.50 
:W2082.30 

$ 

176.90 

$ 286.95 
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Table 3. SAMPLE INPUTS AND COSTS FOR STRAWBERRIES 
Second Year--With a Yield of 36000 Lbs. Per Acre 

Hours per Acre  
Man 15· h.p. 
Labor Tractor 

Mechanical prune 2 0 ' 2.0 
Cultivation, 3 times 2.0 2.0 
Weeding 150.0 
Side dress with fe.rtilizer 1.2 1.0 
Irrigation about 30 times @ 3 hrs. each 90.0 
Miscellaneous other work 10.0 1.0 

Total cultural labor  

Fertili.zer in. irrigation water 100 lb. N @ 14¢ · 

and contract 
·Total material cost  
Total labor field and materials  

General expense.- office, car, etc., at of above  
on. tenants  County taxes equipment 

6.00Repairs to equipment other, than tractor or truck 
- .40 .ooCompensation and other insurance 
125.00Rent on land 

l2 T 
Truck 

0.2 

1.0 

Total cash overhead costs 
Total cash costs 

Investment overhead based 
20 acre unit 

on Original
Cost 

Average
Value 

per Acre 
Depreci-

Interest at ion 
Net cost of 1st year planting* 
Tractor and cultivator equip. 
Truck - 15 year, life 
Irrigation pipe, reservoir, etc 
Other 

100.00 
150.00 
290.00 
100.00 

922.00 
50.00 
75.00 

145.00 
50.00 

3.00 
4.50 
8.70 
3.00 

10.00 
10.00 
34.00 
12.00 

Total investment and 842.00 
Total cash and depreciation costs 

Interest on investment 74.52 
Total all costs 

Cost Cost 
Per Per 
Acre Lb. 

$ 3.90 
3·.90 

165.00 
2.60 

121.50 
13.90 

310.,80 0.9  

.6 
Picking9 2570-14 lb. freezer trays at 1400 est. 

30.0and 130 229.50 
Total harvesting cost 4.9  

5.8 Total labor and field cost 
30.00Irrigation water  power to pump 60 acre inches» 200 ft. head .Fertilizer for side dressing 300 lb., 16-20 @ $86 a ton 12.90  
14.00 

120.00 

2259.20  
112.95  

3.00  

7.1  

*Net cost the first year of $1318 is charged $776 to the second year and $542 to the 
third year on the basis of yield. 

Labpr costs above are figured at the following hourly rates: tractor driving» irrigating  
and supervision $1.35 and common hand labor $1.10. A 10 to 15 h.p. tractor is figured at 

62 cents per 12-pound tray, this plus 70¢ for picking and 32¢ for container, would result  

$0.60 and a 1  ton truck at $1.80. Tractor and truck rates are cash costs only for fuel, 
oil» and repairs. 

The above schedule shows picking 
er picking and container costs. 

costs for freezer berries. 
The cost of berries above, 

Fresh sales would have high
without harvesting, would be 

in a total cost per tray of $1.64. ,  


